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MEDALIST - Louis Nirenberg will receive the National Medal of Science in 
recognition of his contributions to mathematical analysis. 

Mathematician Nirenberg 
to receive National 
Medal of Science 

Will be honored 
by President Clinton 
at White House 

BY PHYLLIS GILLIS L OUIS NIRENBERG, profes
sor of mathematics and 
former director at New 
York University's Courant 

Institute of Mathematical Sciences, 
has won the 1995 National Medal of 
Science, the nation's highest scien-
tific honor. 

He will receive the award on Oc
tober 18 from President Clinton in a 
ceremony at the White House. 

Dr. Nirenberg was awarded the 
Medal of Science for his fundamen
tal contributions to mathematical 
analysis. His work has had a major 
influence in the development of dif
ferent areas of mathematics and in 
their applications. It has focused on 
partial differential equations and re
lated parts of analysis. These are 
basic mathematical tools of mod
ern science. He developed intricate 
interactions between mathematical 
analysis, differential geometry, and 
complex analysis and applied them 
to the theory of fluid flow and other 
physical phenomena. 

"I am delighted and deeply hon
ored to receive this award," said Dr. 
Nirenberg, who explained that 
many central problems in physics 
and other sciences can be formu
lated in mathematical terms that 
take the form of partial differential 
equations. This permits mathemati
cians and scientists to analyze, 
model and predict the behavior of 

these complex phenomena. 
Dr. Nirenberg is the fifth New 

York University faculty member to 
receive the prestigious award. Peter 
D. Lax, professor of mathematics, 
and the late Nobel Laureate Severo 
Ochoa, professor of biochemistry, 
won the award in 1986. The late Kurt 
0. Friedrichs, professor emeritus, 
and one of the founders of the Cou
rant Institute of Mathematical Sci
ences, and the late Michael 
Heidelberger, professor of immu
nochemistry, won the award in 1976. 

"With five members of the NYU 
faculty receiving this prestigious 
award," said President L. Jay Oliva, 
"the quality and stature of our fac
ulty are evident. 

"NYU's central focus is the intel
lectual quality of its faculty. A su
perb faculty creates the environ
ment which attracts bright stu
dents and provides them with the 
finest education. And recruiting the 
brightest students energizes and 
retains the best faculty. As a teacher 
and a scholar, Louis Nirenberg ex
emplifies the best and the brightest 
of his academic discipline and his 
academic home." 

"In slightly more than half a cen
tury, Courant has achieved an inter
national reputation as one of the 
most distinguished centers for 
mathematical research and educa
tion in the United States," said 
Philip Furmanski, dean of the Fac
ulty of Arts and Science. "Its role in 
educating undergraduates and 
graduates is unparalled, as is its 
role in promoting mathematics as a 
vital component of today's scien
tific society." 

Alice Huang, dean for science, 

Continued on page 8 

Academic convocation will celebrate 
Gallatin, the 'new school' at NYU 

London, Raiken, 
and Mccaslin 
will be honored 

BY ELISA GUARINO 

NEW Y ORK UNIVERSITY 
will formally celebrate the 
recent naming of the 
Gallatin School of Indi

vidualized Study with an academic 
convocation on Thursday, Oct. 12 
beginning at 5 p.m. in Tishman Au
ditorium of Vanderbilt Hall. 

President L. Jay Oliva will pre
side over the formal ceremony 
naming the school, and Dean Rich
ard Koppenaal will respond. 
Koppenaal will also present awards 
to Nellie McCaslin, former Gallatin half of the faculty; Evann Siebens, Gallatin for older returning stu
professor now at the School of Edu a senior at the School, on behalf of dents. 
cation, Gallatin Professor Laurin Gallatin students; and Sheila Awardees London, Raiken, and 
Raiken, and former dean Herbert McGarrigle, '85, president of the McCaslin will each receive a plaque, 
London. Gallatin Alumni Executive Board, a replica of a larger plaque to be 

Scheduled speakers at the con on behalf of alumni. mounted in the lobby of 715 Broad
vocation include TSOA Dean Mary Trustee Robert Wright will way that highlights the founding 
Schmidt Campbell, who will speak speak on behalf of the Board of and renaming of the School. 
on behalf of the University com Trustees. Wright established the 
munity; Professor Raiken, on be- Wright Scholarship Fund at Continued on page 4 

Gallatin Dean Richard Koppenaal and President L. Jay Oliva will preside 
over the Oct. 12 convocation. 

School of Education receives Hartford 
Foundation grants for Division of Nursing 

$2 million will 
support two 
health care projects 

BY CHRISTY HICKS 

T
HE DIVISION of Nursing in 
the School of Education 
has received two grants 
totaling more than two mil

lion dollars from the John A. Hart
ford Foundation Inc. to improve 

MathyMezey Terry Fulmer 
health care for the elderly. A $1.5 
million grant will be used to develop "We are very excited about the improve health care for the elderly. 
a Resource Center to serve the Geri work of Professors Mezey and Fulmer The Center will coordinate 13 plan
atric Interdisciplinary Team Training in the area of geriatrics," said Ann ning sites. Teams at these sites will 
Program; a $750,000 grant is sup Marcus, dean of the School of Educa create partnership programs be
porting a project aimed at improving tion. "The knowledge and resources tween researchers and practitioners 
hospital care for elderly patients. they are developing are critical to the aimed at providing health care practi

Mathy Mezey, the Indepen provision of appropriate care for an tioners with the latest interdiscipli
dence Foundation Professor of aging population. We are grateful to nary team training and curricula. 
Nursing Education, and Terry the Hartford Foundation for its sup "People need to think in an in
Fulmer, professor and director of port and leadership." terdisciplinary framework to pro
the Center for Nursing Research, The Geriatric Interdisciplinary vide the best care for the elderly," 
are co-investigators of the projects, Team Training Resource Center, said Professor Fulmer. "Most health 
as part of their effort to address which one grant establishes, will pro professionals receive almost no 
health care issues for the elderly. vide leadership for a national effort to Continued on page 3 
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